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THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF 
TOURISM: A CRITICAL EVALUATION 

Dr. Bahadar Ali1 & Ms. Parveen Gul2 

Abstract 

Tourism is vociferously designated a lucrative industry for global 
capital by many; however, very few have considered its adverse 
impacts on the environment. The moment one leaves the front door 
closed behind in pursuit of tourism; environmental degradation 
commences. The negative impacts of tourism on land, water, air, 
plants and animals on diverse ecosystem comes from three sources: 
developing infrastructure; facilities and products; attracting and 
satisfying tourists; and understanding their attitudes, behaviours and 
actions. The paper primarily focuses on tourism sector and the 
impacts, which it has on natural as well as social environment. The 
basic aim of the paper is to highlight the close interaction between the 
two and the adverse impact, which the growing tourism has on 
environment. Finally, the paper provides for the possible remedies to 
heal the environmental damage. For the purpose to achieve the above-
mentioned objectives, in this paper we adopted a qualitative meta-
analysis technique. 

Key Words: Environment, Tourism and Environmental Damage. 

1. Introduction 

Ecosystem of the world is working hard for us every day filtering 
water, sucking Carbon Dioxide out of the air, producing the food we 
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eat every day, they are all very important ecosystem services and are 
the benefits which the natural world provides us for free 

(Goodall, 1995). To have ecosystem and to keep them intact is not only 
important for the organisms living in it but also for us, it has been 
sensed that adverse impacts on human health is due to environmental 
factors (Kimani, 2007). So you cannot think about the impact now 
without thinking about the climate change and you will have to take it 
all from there. If you are flying, you will have to think what impact 
you are making on the environment; and when you arrive what 
transport you going to have, hiring a car or having local transport, how 
will you get to the place of your destination? Moreover, when you are 
there, how much you going to use water, how much you going to be 
wasting resources? Therefore, your impact on the environment starts 
form the very first step when you close the front door behind you until 
you started unpacking for yourself. In all this process environment 
means not just travel, just using water; it is about switching of the 
lights, it is about the air-conditioning, it is about the heating and so 
many things (Schell, Gallo, Denham, & Ravenscroft, 2006).  

2. Research Objectives 

This study aims to achieve the following objectives: 

• To investigate the complex relationship among human, 
environment and tourism; 

• To scrutinize both positive and negative impacts of tourism on 
environment; and 

• To identify the possible regulatory measures helping offset 
negative impact of tourism on environment. 

3. Methodology  

For the purpose to achieve the above mentioned objectives, in this 
paper we adopted a qualitative meta-analysis technique (Levitt, 2018). 
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Qualitative meta-analysis is an attempt to conduct a rigorous 
secondary qualitative analysis of primary qualitative findings. Its 
purpose is to provide a more comprehensive description of the 
phenomenon (McCormick, Rodney, & Varcoe, 2003), (Gretzel & 
Kennedy-Eden) & (Lim, 1999). We also investigated the existing 
literature on the human, environmental and tourism, due to dearth of 
research and insufficient literature on this issue in context of adverse 
impact, our major focus remained on literature in online and printed 
form from available resources. For this purpose, an extensive research 
on the environmental effects of tourism around the world was 
consulted. Based on literature exploration, the review was critically 
discussed in major themes such as direct environmental impacts, 
physical impacts, tourist activities within national parks, steps to 
lessen adverse impacts and recommendations.  

4. Tourism and Environmental Interaction 

It is clear from the history that tourism has its base in the natural 
environment and nature has played main role in the promotion as well 
as in the initiation of tourism in the world (UNEF, 1992). If we noticed 
a scenic site, amenable climate and landscape with unique feature 
attracts people and has important influence on the patronage of a 
specific locality, region or a country. With the development of the 
tourism, the environmental concerns are seriously noticed, as tourism 
is an environmental dependant activity. On the broad level the natural 
environment and heritage belongs to the inhabitants of a particular 
state of the mother planet. In this regard, every human being has the 
right to appreciate, recognize and preserve its national as well as 
international values.  

Indeed at the global level the most great challenge is the protection, 
preservation, interpretation and presenting a cultural and natural 
environment (Landrigan, Schechter, & Schwartz, 2002). This is a 
certain fact that among the biggest and fastest growing sectors in the 
global economies is the tourism. It has both positive as well as negative 
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impacts on the natural and social environment. Tourism is used as a 
valid source for promoting economic conditions, but if it is not 
properly managed and planned, it may become rather destructive for 
the biodiversity, pristine environment. Further, it may end you in the 
mismanagement of various resources like portable water, wild life and 
sea creatures (Rosenstock, 2003). In many parts of the world, the 
development of tourism industry has resulted in effecting the local 
community and industries, depletion of forests and damaging the coral 
reefs. 

This adverse impact of the tourism can lead to the undermining basic 
resources in the seaside areas and affecting other non-touristic 
economics activities. For the purpose to overcome such problems there 
should be proper planning, management; and the elements of 
sustainable environmental concerns must be kept in mind. The adverse 
impact of the tourism on the environment starts when the ratio of the 
tourists increases the level of environment’s stability. Uncontrolled 
and unplanned tourism activities pose potential threat to the natural 
environment in the world, and even can put pressure and may cause 
soil erosion as well. Similarly, increase in the pollution, discharging 
waste material to sea, loss of natural inhabitants, forest fires and 
exposing other natural species to threat and migration, strains of the 
natural water channels.  

The concept of Sustainable Tourism Development focuses on the 
safety and preservation of natural environment. It accepts only those 
principles, which are acceptable as well as helpful for environmental 
sustainability. For the purpose to have a balanced use of a natural site, 
to avoid the adverse effect, to reduce visitors satisfactions or reducing 
negative impact on the societies, economy and cultures there must be 
properly planned touristic activities (Goodall, 1995). Thus, the 
maintenance of tourism is in the maintenance of natural environment. 
If proper planning backs tourism, this activity itself may become the 
strongest element for protecting and preserving the natural 
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environment and developing the economy. 

5. Direct Environmental Impacts  

5.1 Water Quality 

The tourism leaving direct adverse on the quality of water due to the 
constructions and maintenance of touristic infrastructures, recreation 
of boats and other activities of cruise industries. Pressure is increased 
on the existing sewage systems and plants treatment are often results 
in over-flows in the tourism seasons. The health hazard is further 
aggravated due to recreations, boating and the quality of water, the 
sewage system, limited flushes, especially near to shellfish bed. Yet 
tourism is often a major user of freshwater in areas where water is 
scarce or where renewal rates of aquifers are limited and its 
contribution to water consumption can be nationally and regionally 
significant. For instance, in Barbados, Cyprus, and Malta, tourism 
accounts for up to 7.3% of national water consumption. These 
elements may cause many diseases such as dysentery, infections of 
hepatitis, typhoid fevers and non-specific gastroenteritis (Seabloom, 
Robert W., Plews, & Cox, 1989). 

5.2 Air Quality 

The moment you started an automobile for a touristic activity, the 
adverse effect on air quality starts from that point (Andereck, 1993a). 
Carbon Monoxide is the result of automobile transportations. 
According to a survey in 1998, the emission rate was 27 million short 
tons compared with 1.8 short ton resulted from marine vehicles, 1.2 
million was contributed be aircrafts (UNEP, 1997). More specific and 
exact information regarding air pollution by vehicles is difficult and 
non-available, but the data of the heavy-duty tour buses shows that 
they have caused the emission of 1.6 Million tons in 1998. For touristic 
activities roads, rails and air transportations are frequently used. 
According to ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization), the 
level of international air passengers has considerably increased; one 
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reason for this may be the fact that now tourism is responsible for more 
than 68 per cent of air travelling and the major cause of air pollution. 
The study shows that even a single transplanted return flights emits 
about half the CO emission produced by any other source like using 
cars, lights, heating etc. (Initiative, 1994). 

5.3 Noise Pollution 

Noise pollution has become a serious concern now a day. Cars, buses 
and other recreational vehicles such as snowmobiles, sand jet skis and 
aeroplanes cause noise pollution in terms of tourism. If on one hand 
this noise causing stress, annoyance and hearing problems; on the 
other hand it is annoying to the forest creatures and to the sensitive 
zones in particular (Council, 1997). 

5.4  Solid Waste and Littering 

With growth of touristic activities in the areas, that has special 
attraction the problem of littering and other waste disposal has become 
a very serious issue. Improperly disposing of solid waste may become 
a serious despoiler of our natural environment. For instance, it is 
estimated that a cruise ship in Caribbean cause about 80,000 tons of 
waste per year. Lettering and waste material may lead to affect the 
natural as well as the physical appearance of the sea and shoreline and 
may result in deaths to the marine creatures (UNEF, 1997). In the hilly 
areas, hiking visitors cause a huge amount of waste. These tourists 
leave garbage, oxygen cylinder, and other equipment of camping, this 
practice of tourists do degrade the environment from all aspects, 
though in some remote areas there may have a few ben and other 
garbage collections and disposing services.  

5.5  Habitat/Ecosystem Alteration and Fragmentation 

Tourist infrastructures, tourist activities, the voyage industries and the 
recreational boating can be seriously destructive for natural habitation 
and Ecosystem. Entertainment boats damaged Aquatic vegetation as it 
cuts it and ruining them in the ground. On the other hand to create 
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tourist infrastructure like airport, road and marina destroys the wetland 
also (Andereck, 1993b). For instance, since 1962 more than 750 acres 
of wetland is covered and literally destroyed by tourism developments 
(Bacon, 1987). The snorkel and hike activities of the tourists may 
cause serious problems to environment by lettering bulldozing into 
land vegetation, which increasing in nature. This is also true that one 
or few tourists cannot caused a visible damage but when we talk about 
hundreds and thousands of tourists again and again it can cause 
substantial damage to the Environment. 

5.6   Impacts on Wildlife 

The tourist activities, the constructions, maintaining the touristic 
infrastructures adversely affects the wildlife. In the result of such 
activities and migration movement of the wild creatures are made more 
restricted (William C. Gartner, 1996). The eating habit and the feeding 
pattern of the wildlife are the two basic ways, which affects the tourist 
activities and alters their habitats. When tourists directly feed animals 
their feeding pattern is altered and by lettering the animals is 
encouraged to scrounge for food (Mathieson, &, & Wall, 1982). The 
use of the off road vehicles and trampling alters the habitats of the wild 
creatures. 

5.7  Effect on Loss of Biological Diversity 

Here tourism has become a serious threat because: 

A. Tourism activity has threatened the supply of foods, almost every 
recreational opportunity every source of food, energy and 
medicine. 

B. It hinders in the vital biological functions like species balance, soil 
developments and conservatory gas absorptions. 

C. It is responsible for the reduction of efficiency of the bio-network. 

D. Tourism plays an important role to destabilize the ecosystem 
reduces their ability to fight against natural disasters like flood, 
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drought, and hurricane with the stress caused by humans like 
climate change and other pollutions. There is a close relationship 
between the biodiversity and the natural tourism, which may result 
in the loss of biodiversity due to the excessive use of resources and 
the land, adverse impact on vegetation, wild creatures, and 
mountains coastal environment, consumption of water resources 
and improper use of natural resources. In true sense, the loss of the 
biodiversity will be the loss of tourism potentials. The introduction 
of unusual species may sometimes cause the destructions of the 
ecosystem (WTO, 1994). 

5.8   Depletion of the Ozone Layer 

We have in the upper atmosphere at altitude of 12-50 km; this layer 
protects life on the earth due to its abortion of the harmful waves from 
the sun’s UV (Ultraviolet) radiation destructive for human as well as 
for animals live. As per the scientists’ opinion, the reason behind this 
is the global reduction of amphibian population and increasing 
exposure. Here the tourism activity may be a part of it, because the 
direct construction and further development and continuances in the 
daily management of operation may be a solid reason. In hotels and 
particularly in the tourism industries the use of air conditioner, 
refrigerator, propellant in aerosol spraying can and other ODSs (Ozone 
depleting substances) are openly used. Similarly, Jet Aircrafts also 
contributed. It is predicted by the scientist that in 2020 air travelling 
shall cause the depletion of the Ozone layer (UNEP, 1995 &1998). 

5.9 Climate Change 

Almost all the climate scientists of the world agreed on the point that 
the earth’s temperature is increasing yearly and it attributed to the 
greenhouse gases trap heat from the sun. The most important of all the 
gases is the CO (Carbon Dioxide), and this is produce by the fossil fuel 
such as coals, oils, and when natural gases produce because of 
industrial activities, electric works and emission from vehicles. The 
prediction is that CO also play a key role in global warming and global 
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climate change. Another contributor in the green-house effect is the air 
travelling activity, among which one is the jet passenger, by 2020 the 
number of the international travellers might become 1.7 billion a 
considerable contribution in the existing problem which requires 
necessary actions to be taken (Council, 1997). 

6. Physical Impacts  

An attractive landscape site like a sandy beach, lake, riverside, 
mountaintop and slope is most of the times transnational zone, 
categorized by species rich ecosystem. The physical impact of tourism 
on environment includes the degradations of the ecosystem. By 
ecosystem, we mean all the geographic surroundings such as human 
beings, trees, wildlife, other microorganisms, and the things their all 
around like land, air and water and the natural cycle, which is 
sustaining them. For the ecosystem, the most serious threat is the 
ecological fragile area like alpine region, rain forest, wetland, 
mangrove, coral reef and sea grass bed. These areas are always under 
serious danger because of their natural beauty; it attracts all the tourists 
and designers. Not only has the tourists caused physical impact to the 
environment by construction and clearing, but it is also due to the 
continuation of such activities and the long lasting change on such 
economy and ecology. 

6.1  Constructional Aactivity 

6.1.1. Constructional activity and infrastructural developments 

The developmental activities for the tourism facilitation like providing 
accommodation, supplying water, restaurant and other entertaining 
activities may cause soil erosions, sand erosions and extensive paving. 
Besides these, the roads and airport constructions may lead to the 
degradation of the land and losing the wild creatures and deteriorating 
the sceneries. 
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6.1.2. Deforestations and intensified use of the land 

Mostly, we have seen that for building sky-high hotel and resort you 
will have to clear the forestland. Coastal areas are filled with soil or 
sand sometimes for the purposes to facilitate the visitors. Such 
activities may lead to serious problems like soil erosion and 
disturbance in the ecosystem.  

6.2  Marina Development 

Severe changes in the existing coastline may be caused by the marina 
growth (Marina development dictates extensive dredging in order to 
obtain operating depths for pleasure boats ranging from 4 to 8.5 
meters). Similarly, the building material like sand adversely affects the 
coral reefs, mangrove and hinterlands forest, which causes the 
destructions of habitat and erosion. For example, in Philippines and in 
Maldives the fishery and the fertile land was affected by the dynamite 
and mining activities (Hall, 2001), the disruption of sea and land 
connection is due to over-construction and widespread paving of 
beaches. A coral reef is mostly fragile marine ecosystem suffers by 
shorelines developments, increasing sediment in water, trampled by 
the tourists and divers, ship grounding, sewage pollution, over fishing 
and catching fish by poisoning water and by using explosive materials 
severely damages the sea habitats (Hall, 2001).  

6.3  Loss of Natural Resources 

When tourism development clears land, it often caused deforestation 
as resort, sky lefts and hotels are built to support tourism in doing so, 
it can remove foliage, destroy habitats, disrupt migration pattern and 
consume huge amount of water all of it will leave negative impact on 
the environment. Water is essential for all life form but it is becoming 
scares in many cities and on many Irelands. Tourists are worst in the 
problem since they often use much more water per day then the typical 
local person and attraction such as golf courses and theme parks use 
large amount of water for the operations. During tourism, planning 
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communities must make wise decisions. Concerning the type of 
destination they allow to be developing based on the current and future 
capabilities of their natural resources. 

6.4  Impacts from Tourist Activities 

The three main negative impact of tourism on the environment are its 
physical impacts, pollution and degradation of Natural resources. As 
tourism is continuing to develop everywhere, it involves a great deal 
of construction. From clearing land and building infrastructure for 
development of lodges and resorts, opening ski runs and hiking trail, 
widening roads, expanding airports, dredging seaports they often 
transform the physical environment. Some tourism businesses 
operating in the Green are responsible for the sustainable manner, 
other left for short-term profit and ignore the best practices. 
Government are also guilty of environmental neglect when they pass 
laws with many loopholes and get fails to enforce them.  

6.4.1. Trampling 

When you use the same trail repeatedly, it shall trample the vegetation 
and the soil as well that eventually cause damage to biodiversity, 
which the tourist does in particular. The damage goes sever when 
hundreds and thousands of visitors regularly tray off established trail. 
The trampling adversely affects vegetation and soil such as: 

a. It breaks and bruises the stem and eventually the loss of organic 
matters; 

b. It reduces plants vigour reductions in soils macro absorbency; 

c. Regeneration reduces and decreases the air and the water 
penetrability; 

d. Losing the ground, increasing in running off; 

e. Varying the species structure, and accelerating erosions. 
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6.4.2. Other Marine Activities 

In almost every marine area such as place around costal water, reef, 
beach and shoreline water, upland and lagoon, the tourist activities 
takes place somewhere the fragile ecosystem. To anchor, snorkel, 
sporting fish, and scuba dive, to yachting and to cruise are the actions 
which practically in-dangers the marine environment like the coral reef 
and coastal protections like fishing (Hall, 2001). For Example, 
Maldives is famous for its white sand beaches and widespread coral 
reefs. Every year it attracts 600,000 tourists. Since the 1950, sea level 
in and around the Maldives has been rising at a rate of 0.8-1.6 
millimetres each year and now the Maldives are planning to buy a new 
homeland. 

6.5   Wildlife Disturbance Effects 

Tourists can interfere with the wild creature in many ways, which may 
be in terms of their visuals presence, their movements, making noise 
and attitude. In the same way, different animals shall response the 
same to different ways. The tolerance, response and reaction shall vary 
from animal to animal setting and time. The factors, which changes 
such reaction, involves feeding pattern, territorial aspect, breeding 
season and behaviour; life cycle maturities, alarming behaviour, and 
ecological riche competitions. Some of the visitors may be accidently 
pass by, while on the other hand some visitors may be directed to visit 
the wildlife. These activities directly or indirectly affect the lives of 
wild creatures. 

6.6  Hazard Introduction Effects 

As soon as the visitors comes into the natural environment, they bring 
some of the hazards with them, like any substance or a biota. Similarly, 
some hazards may be accidently introduced by the visitors like an 
exotic weed, predator and disease, hazards may be brought up by their 
negative behaviour also like fuel leakage, disposal, soap-chemical, 
littering, bringing their dogs or improper firing practice. The 
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managerial staff also for the purpose of maintenance may cause 
hazards, which may be a direct effect on the natural settings in terms 
of building material, leachates from timber or the use of other 
chemicals. There may be some indirect effects as well like access route 
for predator, fire potentials, and to provide focal point for visitor 
congregations. 

6.7   Sewage 

Sewage pollution is often resulting of the recreational activities, 
improper facilities and the construction of guesthouses. The water 
pollution damages sea, lake and other surroundings resulting in 
damage to flora and fauna, since it contains huge amount of nutrition 
results in serious damage to coral reef and marine life. Change in the 
salinity and transparency may have a long-term impact on the coastal 
environment, while sewage effluence is a direct threat for the lives of 
human as well as animals. 

7. Tourist Activities 

7.1  Hiking, Snorkelling and Diving 

Most of the tourist activities take place at the fragile ecosystem like a 
coral reef, snorkel and diving activities are comparatively less harmful 
and cause less damage. These activities cause the cumulative sort of 
damage which is really problematic in nature, level of damage varies 
with the number of tourists (William. C. Gartner, 1996). The hiking 
activities of the tourists are also destructive for the environment as they 
scramble the vegetation under their feet and letterings. In the result of 
the tourist activity, only resilient plant survives while the rest of the 
plants simply diminish (A. Mathieson & Wall, 1982). 

7.2  Recreational Boating 

The most important issue connected with recreational boating and with 
the quality of water are the sewages to the water body with incomplete 
flush and close shellfish bed. It contains pathogen which is extremely 
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harmful for human and wildlife health, there is a high probability of 
the diseases which may be caused in the result of human contact and 
may include typhoid fevers, dysenteries, infection and hepatitis 
(Seabloom et al., 1989). 

7.3  Pollution 

Tourism is use to title as industry without smokestacks, which is still 
true in theory, but it is also true in fact, that tourism can be a major 
source of pollution. Among them air, noise, water, sewage and solid 
waste pollution are attributed to tourism. Ships boats, buses, snow 
mobile both off road and on-road contribute to air and noise pollution 
as well as oil and chemical pollution. Lodging and dining facilities are 
often responsible for chemical pollution. Lettering is another problem 
that despoils the environment as the architectural and visual pollution 
allowed by affecting building codes as well as ribbon developments 
along roadways allowed by improper planning and zoning laws. 

8. Tourist Activities Within National Parks 

8.1 Visitors and Traffic Congestion  

Almost in every tourist spots, there is traffic congestions; this problem 
is further aggravated in case of national parks. For example, about 3.5 
millions of people come to visit the Zion Canyon every year, among 
which more than half of the people drive in the park. In summer more 
than 2,500 of cycles do visit the corridor causing congestion, air 
contamination and damage to nature and vegetation (Sidles, 1997). 
There is a serious need to take the necessary steps to alleviate the 
adverse impact on the natural environment of the parks. For this, the 
basic question is that how to manage the visitors and their relation with 
the environment, as closing a national park is not the right option 
(Whitman, 1999). On other hand, a rush of people results in 
congestions, it is the case with huge traffic causing inconvenience also. 
The physical impact occurs in the shape of air pollution and exhaustion 
while the social impact adversely effects the social environment such 
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as horning, blaring radio and other noisy activities. Tourism leave 
impact on the culture resources also which include the vandalisms and 
loot of site with cultural implication, due to this the sites having 
historical importance may be harmed as a result of tourist activities 
(Godsman, 1997). Damage caused to the social resources is more 
serious as compare to the natural resources as with the passage of time 
natural resources can be recuperated.  

Beside these, there are verities of adverse impacts, which the tourism 
leaves on the natural environment as a beneficiary try to exploit the 
nature with providing anything for its protection and preservation. All 
these negative impacts happen in the same area but it varies from place 
to place and kind of tourism. The scales of tourism developmental 
activity in relationship with the capacities of the ecosystem highly 
influence the limit of environmental impact. 

9. Steps to Lessen Adverse Impacts 

As the adverse environmental impact of tourism become obvious, it’s 
minimizing or avoiding efforts have developed. Within tourism 
department, steps have been initiated to overcome such problems. For 
this potential improvement, steps are much needed which includes: 
voluntarily taking part by industry sector, governments’ initiatives, 
and steps from developer to build and design infrastructure for tourism 
having minimum adverse impact on environment and developing 
environmental friendly tourism.  

9.1 Voluntary Efforts by Industry Sectors and Government 
Initiatives 

The fact has been recognized in the tourism department that it does 
affect the environment and tourism is responsible for environmental 
degradation in most cases. The Government and other industries have 
further exemplified it and declared it as a threat for future environment. 
For the purpose to improve environmental friendly tourism, Green 
Glob Programmes are developed by World Travel Tourism Council 
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(WTO, 1994). It has the membership of seventy corporate executives’ 
officers throughout tourism industries including accommodations and 
transportations. It publishes guidelines for promoting environmental 
friendly tourism and guidelines for industries also which the Green 
Globe Board approves. World Trade Tourism Council participates in 
annual survey, paying fee to access publication and guidelines; it has 
advisory networks, member directory and promotion supports like 
logo and other achievement awards (WTO, 1995). 

9.2  Examples of Development that Minimizes Environmental 
Impact 

When talk about the example which minimizes the adverse 
environmental impact of tourism we have a few only. Nevertheless, 
most of all there are three examples, which should be cited in particular 
because of their environmental friendly structure and planning. 
Among them one is the River Front Park which is located in Detroit 
Michigan; other is the Maho Bay and the Harmony Resort, simply 
known as the Ssuccessful Eco-Resorts (Honey, 1999). It has some 
environmental friendly features such as a wood walkway prevents soil 
erosion; vegetation is safe to trample under feet. The toilet system is 
communal, having stored rain water saving water use, solar power with 
monitoring by computer and using water to save energy (Honey, 
1999). For successful and environmental friendly tourism Detroit 
Linked River Front Parks Plan is a model sample, here everything is 
the result of proper planning, first of all the basic needs of the people 
were determined and then the area was accordingly designed 
(McIntosh & Goeldner, 1990). 

9.3  Financial Contributions 

Tourism may become a direct contributor to preserve natural settings 
of the habitats. The money generated from park entries, tickets and 
other sources might be spent on the conservation and maintenance of 
environmental protection. Further, funds for this cause may be 
collected from tour operators and tourists. Besides parks and 



Journal of Law and Society Law College 
Vol.LI, No. 76 University of Peshawar 
 2020 
 

 

39 

preservation of such, revenue is generated from many other sources. 
These include the users’ fees, income tax on sale, toll tax, licences for 
hunts etc. The money so collected may allocated on the protection of 
these natural resources (WTO, 1997). 

9.4  Improved Environmental Management and Planning 

Here hotels and other environmental managements of tourism 
activities can play a very vital role. For the purpose of control 
development, there is a need of proper planning, which needs to be 
carefully analyzed in terms of environment of the locality. Planning 
brings the balance between the users and the resources, early planning 
may be helpful in the reduction of damage to the environment. 

To minimize the environmental impact, clean production technique 
may be a significant tool.  For instance, the concept of Green Buildings 
where efficient-energy, non-polluting constructional material, quality 
sewage system and energies sources getting importance to improve 
tourism activities reduce the harmful impact on natural environment. 
Since the disposal of waste leaves a long-term impact of natural 
environment, in this regard tourism industry will have to work on 
minimizing the waste and pollution control in order to develop 
sustainable tourism (UNEF, 1995 & 1997).  

9.5  Environmental Awareness Raising 

Tourism may be used as an important tool to spread awareness about 
environmental protection, general appreciation and make a bond 
between public and the environment. Due to this, the importance of 
natural environment may be highlighted and shall lead to a step 
towards environmental preservation. For this purpose, tourism 
department shall have to adopt the principle of sustainable 
consumption, which includes demands from the consumer, products 
and practices necessary thereof for decreasing adverse impact on 
environment. Besides this, it is an important source for spreading 
awareness and information about environmental protection. There is a 
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need of huge amount of goods and services for tourism related 
business; and put them into use in an environmental friendly way may 
leave a very positive impact on global environment (UNEF, 1992). 

9.5.1 Possible Remedies 

• To Educate Tourists 

The most positive impact of the tourism is its ability to educate 
tourists about the environment and deepen their appreciation and 
concern for it. Trained tourist guides and sites interpretation are 
key to this effort, as a result tourist demands for better 
stewardship by businesses in all four sectors of the tourism 
industry. This new generation of environmentally work tourist 
ranging from green tourist to expect to find best practices 
everywhere to Eco tourists travel into remote and pristine areas   

• Educate Locals 

When the primary attraction or tourist setting at the destination is 
based on the environmental resources, local people learn to value 
their environment and take better care of it. In this regard, it may 
lead to conservation and promotion of natural resources, such as 
coral reefs, rain forest and wildlife because natural resource earn 
revenue for the community and creates small jobs, while in many 
destination special tax and surcharge is included in the local field 
which dedicated to financing local conservation and preservation 
programs. 

• Protected Areas 

National park has achieved great success in preserving and 
highlighting the natural beauty and biodiversity in many sites 
around the world. As a program of UNESCO’s “Man and 
Biosphere” and UNESCO’s “WHS for Nature.” In addition, there 
are other parks such as marine reserves, protected areas; they 
conserve the environment and provide settings for outdoor 
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activities. Tourism plays an important role in its protection and 
preservation. 

9.6  Protection and Preservation   

The role which tourism can play in environmental protection cannot 
be ignored. It can also lead us to the protection and preservation of 
biological diversities and maintainable use of natural resource. It is due 
to its attraction, pristine site, natural spot is located as a valuable asset 
and for the purpose to keep that attraction, it needs to be preserved and 
protected for improper use. Initiatives have been taken in Hawaii 
where new rules have been issued to protect their rain forests and wild 
creature lining therein. Similar is the case of coral reef and sea life, this 
step leaded Hawaii in becoming the first place for conducting research 
on ecological system, promoting and protecting islands tourism 
activities. Tourism has proved to leave a positive impact on the 
wildlife protection and conservation especially in America, Australia, 
Africa and Asia. It is a growing concern that numerous animals and 
plants are now going extinct, therefore some states of the world have 
started enacted strict rules and regulations for the purpose to protect 
and preserve these natural assets, which resulted in the thriving of 
many species around the world (IUCN & WTO, 1996 & 1998). 

9.7  Regulatory Measures 

Regulatory measures help to minimize the adverse impact. For 
example, where the area is declared as restricted or no go, it is highly 
likely to minimize human contact and thereby the natural setting might 
remain unchanged and undisturbed. It will be the case with the impact 
on natural resources too, but such limits should be placed on it after 
proper analysis and planning. Similar strategy is adopted in Galapagos 
Island where restriction is placed on the visit of certain islands only, 
with clear instruction to insure little impacts on the natural 
environment (UNEP, 1997 & 1998). 
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